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The ﬁrst in a four-volume set, The Cambridge World History of
Violence, volume i provides a comprehensive examination of
violence in prehistory and the ancient world. Covering the
period through to the end of classical antiquity, the chapters
take a global perspective spanning sub-Saharan Africa, the Near
East, Europe, India, China, Japan and Central America. Unlike
many previous works, this book does not focus only on warfare
but examines violence as a broader phenomenon. The historical
approach complements, and in some cases critiques, previous
research on the anthropology and psychology of violence in the
human story. Written by a team of contributors who are experts
in each of their respective ﬁelds, this volume will be of particular
interest to anyone fascinated by archaeology and the ancient
world.
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General Editors
Philip Dwyer, University of Newcastle, New South Wales
Joy Damousi, University of Melbourne
This four-volume Cambridge World History of Violence is the ﬁrst
collection of its kind to look at violence across different periods of
human history and different regions of the world. It capitalises on
the growing scholarly interest in the history of violence, which is
emerging as one of the key intellectual issues of our time. The
volumes take into account the latest scholarship in the ﬁeld and
comprise the work of nearly 140 scholars, who have contributed
substantial chapters to provide an authoritative treatment of
violence from a multiplicity of perspectives. The collection thus
offers the reader a wide-ranging thematic treatment of the
historical contexts of different types of violence, as well as
a compendium of experience shared by peoples across time.
VOLUME I
The Prehistoric and Ancient Worlds








edited by robert antony, stuart carroll and
caroline dodds pennock
VOLUME IV
1800 to the Present
edited by louise edwards, nigel penn and jay winter
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showing bone arrowheads in situ. Left: right lateral view; right: inferior
oblique view. Source: the author; previously published in A. G. Morris and
J. Parkington, ‘Prehistoric Homicide: A Case of Violent Death on the Cape
South Coast, South Africa’, South African Journal of Science 78(1982), 167–9. 102
4.2 Superior view of cranial vault of UCT 332 individual 3 (Langklip) showing
perimortem injury on the right parietal caused by a bluntly pointed object.
Source: the author; previously published in A. G. Morris, ‘Trauma
and Violence in the Later Stone Age of Southern Africa’, South African
Medical Journal’, 100.6 (2012), 568–70. 105
4.3 Posterior view of cranial vault of UCT 386 (Faraoskop) showing impact
point on left side and radiating fractures on both sides of the skull. Source:
N. Dlamini. 107
4.4 Tracing of rock art from Hippo Shelter, Qacha’s Nek, Lesotho, showing
(a) men ﬁghting with bows and arrows, and (b) men ﬁghting with
knobbed sticks. Source: KwaZulu Natal Museum. 111
4.5 Tracing of rock art from Mpongweni north Forestry Reserve, Pholela,
Underberg District, Natal, showing San with bows and arrows defending
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5.1 Bronze Age shields from Ireland from the environs of (1) Lough Gur,
(2) Annadale, (3) Lough Gara, (4) Cloonlara, and (5) Clonbrin.
Source: the author, © National Museum of Ireland. 122
5.2 Rock art image from Lövåsen, Sweden (RAÄ Tanum 319:1) with an axe
bearer being stabbed in the back by a spear bearer who also has a sheathed
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5.3 Bronze Age battle-axe from Vatin, Serbia (top), and Bronze Age axe
from Schkoder region, Albania (bottom). Source: author’s collection. 129
7.1 Reconstructed defensive structures at the Yoshinogari site.
Source: M. Hudson. 163
7.2 Perimortem blunt force injury on the right parietal of an adult probable
female from the Late Jo¯mon site of Sakaeiso, Shimamaki (top), and adult
female skull of the Epi-Jo¯mon found at Minami-Usu 6 (bottom). Source: Rick
Schulting. 165
7.3 Blunt force cranial injuries from Kitakogane (left) and Takasago (right).
Source: Rick Schulting. 166
15.1 Artist’s reconstruction of an Iron Age chariot burial at Wetwang Slack.
Source: Aaron Watson, © Melanie Giles. 327
15.2 Relief depicting the conquest of Britannia by the Emperor Claudius
from Sebasteion at Aphrodisias in Turkey. Source: © Steve Kersham,
licensed under creative commons. 333
18.1 Attic red-ﬁgure chous c. 450 bce , Metropolitan Museum of Art, 37.11.19.
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21.1 Reconstruction of one of the third-century bce warrior statues
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31.1 Stele of the Vultures of Eannatum (side 2). Source: Licia Romano,
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31.2 Stele Sb2 of Sargon of Akkad. Source: Lorenzo Nigro, previously
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31.3 Inlay TM.88.G.256+257, Ebla, Royal Palace G (S.4443): a soldier of Ebla
carrying the heads of two enemies. Source: © Missione Archeologica
Italiana in Siria. 640
31.4 Beheading of King Teumman by an Assyrian soldier.
Source: © Werner Forman/Getty Images. 642
31.5 Seal impressions from Tell Beydar. Source: © Joachim Bretschneider
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32.1 Riot in the Amphitheatre, fresco, ﬁrst century ce, from Pompeii, Museo
Archeologico Nazionale, Naples. Source: © De Agostini Picture
Library/Getty Images. 656
32.2 The Death of Pentheus, fresco, ﬁrst century ce, room N, Casa dei Vettii,
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32.3 The Punishment of Dirce, fresco, ﬁrst century ce, room N, Casa dei Vettii,
Pompeii. Source: © DEA/A. Dagli Orti/Getty Images. 660
32.4 Dying Niobid, marble, Horti Sallustiani, Rome, Museo Nazionale Romano,
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32.6 Mosaic with scenes of gladiators and referee from a Roman villa
at Dar Buc Ammera à Zliten (near Leptis Magna), third century ce,
Archaeological Museum, Libya. Source: H. Koppermann courtesy
of Deutsches Archäologisches Institut, Rome. 664
32.7 Lusius Storax and magistrates (top) and gladiatorial combat (bottom);
funerary reliefs of C. Lusius Storax, limestone, mid ﬁrst century ce,
Teate, Chieti, Italy. Source: M. Hutzel courtesy of Deutsches
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32.8 Detail of the Medea Sarcophagus, marble, c. 140–50 ce,
Antikensammlung, Staatlichen Museen zu Berlin (inv. Sk 843b).
Source: Shutterstock. 668
32.9 Portonaccio Sarcophagus, marble, c. 190–200 ce, Museo Nazionale
Romano, Palazzo Massimo, Rome. Source: author’s collection. 670
32.10 Claudius subduing Britannia, marble, ﬁrst century ce, Sebasteion,
Aphrodisias, Turkey. Source: G. Petruccioli courtesy
of NYU-Aphrodisias Excavations. 673
32.11 Soldier holding a severed head in his teeth, relief scene 24 from
the Column of Trajan, 113 ce, Rome, from a cast in the Museo
della Civiltà Romana, Rome. Source: R. Ulrich. 675
32.12 Women torturing prisoners, relief scene 45 from the Column
of Trajan, 113 ce, Rome, from a cast in the Museo della Civiltà
Romana, Rome. Source: R. Ulrich. 676
32.13 Farnese Bull, marble, early third century ce, Baths of Caracalla,
Rome, in the Museo Archeologico Nazionale, Naples.
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3.1 Distribution map showing locations throughout Europe of Neolithic
human remains bearing injuries consistent with violence, with a second
category of locations including settlements and enclosures with signs
of being attacked and mass burials consistent with massacres. page 86
31.1 The ancient Near East. 630
xiv
Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-12012-9 — The Cambridge World History of Violence
Edited by Garrett G. Fagan , Linda Fibiger , Mark Hudson , Matthew Trundle 
Frontmatter
More Information
www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press
Contributors to Volume i
Ian Armit is Professor of Archaeology at the University of York.
Michael J. Carter is Professor of Greek and Roman History at Brock University,
Ontario.
Joy Damousi is Professor of History in the School of Historical and Philosophical Studies
at the University of Melbourne.
John C. Darnell is Professor of Egyptology in the Department of Near Eastern
Languages and Civilizations, and Curator in Anthropology at the Peabody Museum,
Yale University.
Phil ip Dwyer is Professor of History and Director of the Centre for the Study of
Violence at the University of Newcastle, Australia.
Garrett G. Fagan (1963–2017) was Professor of History in the Department of Classics
and Ancient Mediterranean Studies at Pennsylvania State University.
Linda Fib iger is Senior Lecturer in Human Osteoarchaeology at the University of
Edinburgh.
Steven Garﬁnkle is Professor of Ancient Near East and Mediterranean History at
Western Washington University.
Linda Gilaizeau is an independent researcher in Okayama, Japan.
Christ ian Horn is a researcher at the Christian-Albrechts Universität zu Kiel, Germany.
Mark Hudson is a researcher in the Eurasia3angle Research Group of the Max Planck
Institute for the Science of Human History, Jena.
Steven Leblanc is an American archaeologist and former director of collections at the
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Harvard University.
xv
Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-12012-9 — The Cambridge World History of Violence
Edited by Garrett G. Fagan , Linda Fibiger , Mark Hudson , Matthew Trundle 
Frontmatter
More Information
www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press
Doug Lee is Professor of Ancient History in the Department of Classics, University of
Nottingham.
Lloyd Llewellyn -Jones is Professor in Ancient History in the School of History,
Archaeology and Religion, Cardiff University.
Susann S. Lusnia is Associate Professor in the Department of Classical Studies at
Tulane University.
Christ ian Meyer is lead researcher and head of the OsteoArchaeological Research
Centre, Goslar.
Barry Molloy is Associate Professor of Archaeology at University College Dublin.
Alan G. Morris is Professor Emeritus in the Department of Human Biology at the
University of Cape Town.
Candida R. Moss is Edward Cadbury Professor of Theology at the University of
Birmingham.
Davide Nadali is Lecturer in Near Eastern Archaeology at the Sapienza University of
Rome.
F. S. Naiden is Professor of History at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
Jo¨rg Orschiedt is a Lecturer in Prehistory at the Institut für Prähistorische Archäologie
at the Freie Universität, and a researcher at the Curt-Engelhorn- Zentrum Archäometrie,
Mannheim.
Rebecca Redfern is Curator of Human Osteology at the Museum of London.
Donald B. Redford is Professor of Classics and Ancient Mediterranean Studies at the
Pennsylvania State University.
Jonathan Roth is Professor of Ancient History at San José State University.
Charles Sanft is Assistant Professor of Premodern Chinese History at the University of
Tennessee.
Rick J. Schulting is Associate Professor in Scientiﬁc and Prehistoric Archaeology in the
School of Archaeology, University of Oxford.
Debra Scoggins ballentine is Assistant Professor in the Department of Religion at
Rutgers University.
xvi
List of Contributors to Volume i
Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-12012-9 — The Cambridge World History of Violence
Edited by Garrett G. Fagan , Linda Fibiger , Mark Hudson , Matthew Trundle 
Frontmatter
More Information
www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press
Stanley Seraﬁn is Senior Lecturer in Anatomy in the School of Medical Sciences at the
University of New South Wales.
Luis Siddall is an independent researcher in Sydney, Australia.
Upinder Singh is Professor of History at Ashoka University, India.
Martin J. Smith is Principal Academic in Forensic and Biological Anthropology at
Bournemouth University.
Jeffrey Tatum is Professor of Classics at Victoria University of Wellington, New
Zealand.
Matthew Trundle (1965–2019) was Professor in Classics at the University of Auckland,
New Zealand.
Wicky Tse is Associate Professor in History at The Chinese University of Hong Kong.
Peter Van Nuffelen is a research professor at Ghent University, Belgium.
Peter Wells is Professor with the Department of Anthropology at the University of
Minnesota.
Jarrod Whitaker is Associate Professor in the Department for the Study of Religions at
Wake Forest University.
xvii
List of Contributors to Volume i
Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-12012-9 — The Cambridge World History of Violence
Edited by Garrett G. Fagan , Linda Fibiger , Mark Hudson , Matthew Trundle 
Frontmatter
More Information
www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press
